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Photovoltaic panels were already effi-
cient enough and commercially avail-
able in the 1950s. Large corporations
like Exxon founded solar research
facilities everywhere but why didn't
we make the transition to a more de-
centralized, democratic, and cleaner
energy source?

Jimmy Carter installs Solar Panels on the White House (1979)

The Centre National de la Recherche
Scientifiqgue (CNRS) has been a pi-
oneer in solar energy, catapulted by
Felix Trombe's research in the 1960s.
If the solar furnace serves as the
catalyst for photovoltaic research in
France, what could other solar typol-
ogies include?

The Solar Furnace, CNRS, Odeillo (1968)



Since the 1970s, the Messmer Plan
aided the construction of countless
nuclear power plants across France.
The cooling tower has been enshrined
as a monument on to France's con-
temporary landscape. What is the
new monument to solar energy?

George Etheredge, France (2016)

For three decades, the centrale ther-
mique provided coal-powered energy
to Firminy to Saint Etienne. How can

we re-use the coal plant as an arti-
fact?

Centrale Du Bec, Le Chambon-Feugerolles (1947)
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This is an architecture of engineering, The roman city of Timgad is ambig-
where intelligence is not invested in uous. Its strong perimeter proposes
effect, but in a structural and con- an object, its scale proposes a city.
ceptual logic that offers a new kind More literally, its ruin shows a per-
of performance and functionality— manent structure of a society. Could
rotation. Could harvesting the sun this ruin be functional?

include a daily ritual?

OMA, The Dubai Renaissance (2006) Roman City of Timgad, Algeria (CE 100)
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Ground Floor Plan 1:2000
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Housing

Excess Energy (as needed)

30 kW/h (per capita daily)
Solar Power + Biofuel

PV Panel Production
500 kW/h (24/7)

Power

-

Excess Energy Sold
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Energy Grid

Loire-SIEL Terretoire d’Energie

Excess Energy Sold

—  Battery Storage

Production Demand (24/7)

Solar Power
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Solar Energy Cycle



s T

2 -.-' s = AT s M et i
e

T L el [

e e T A okt L

e o e e L

]

S e

il

FICR e T e St by o T S e

l"r

[lil 2 | '

-

i

-

]

SRR

.l_*
Lo

i S ] e e

el i S Py e R o SR
P L

JHA" i i NN Lwisg

gy = R
e e s Tyl Ly o
—_ b agt 1 s e .

T, e ke

Slamd bt o

S TR, =
= ll:\'t'.u

P~






BEREE

=




— g = i PP 2R e — P
I I IS o i T /A 4

‘HFH.._-\!. o ‘.._._.1 _—
A . :...\...I...I.._.I.... H‘u_‘...“!btﬂnl]_“

J— L

i ™

e T

L A

- r/
G S8 NG\ AP\
G e T PP 2l — R PR
F - L SFA KT ST G AT A
— = < T —p %
2 WD S i s — »
CSFIAK ST N\ 4

e
S
AT S ..H.I.:t..l....ﬁ.ul...l..l:i.ﬂ..l...l

ATl S A ....fi‘..

il

T AT N NSNS,

e il e ] L S —— e

T AT A

T

i e~ L

PN RF o
hﬂxuiir\!nf.%\
__r,....i. 1._\_.\.. o e -
ST

W

T

Ay

=3 - b AT e o
P S ol S S ST S B

i

'
=

4

¥
[
i

o i

- T

ra?:._
" gl

-

T

I‘ .r
g '.-r_'l 5
- L'
.l
1

AR

=73
e r
25

L
eRAT

“i. s
L

4

o
T

1 =
-

l',:_p'"_l_‘:f

Ers

*
s

A

-
-
e

LA

e L
-
) o

.___I__-l_f.

F
L]

B

m

:

/!
|

i L g
- s B il -ﬂh - A N . . T
. - .ﬂ” e .,..........lu.n . - .-_1..__....I-\.-.ﬂ... ...|.H..-.|..1
; ....“..L-J F..-.-.- ...Jtnf....L.“.’-f...- ._...m... e T
A

o W

i Nt " [y - 3 L |
’ ] - s
By . = d ~ =
e R e i, e L N O g 4
ds = & v W L = - .l.-JlI. 1
g e ™ - ;

o
Y e T : .
- M...n o o w . = ¥ |T| -
A ——— 7 gl ol i
i = T e e

Sy s N :
P s i S N A
e ey Sl B T e
a |.u|| e .”.H-.-.h ..|..r_.L. .J.-. & For .. .1\1
i B T e - T I
F L el WSl N e = el e
P B A s - oy,
T e e TS - R
S g e S A R
, ..H......-l. .._.w....ll.ﬂ. W . .I. g .r..q..W-...-. .Ih“
T o o A e
P o - Lt T - e o,
- .”1" |.mu...-LMJ-.-... g - ...._n hh—. . ..|... U—..:._uv..u._.-t..ﬂlﬁ.-l_._..rlx w
- N e W o ok, )
..l...qf.ﬂ.-m_.. el 1U.Wl£|. et e Sl g S,
yir L S e e i P e
ey gt oo e !..A...l__.l = it L R
e SR T
S e N g
- -..I...... - .r__.‘._._..r ..4. e |u..n..,,.|._...._..|-....
P R s i Eop i P SO
% - wh - L L
O k. .,hlquhi : - ..... .. L
2 A e -



Jakob Uhlenhopp
Atelier Geers

La Societé Solaire
Le Chambon-Feugerolles

Solar panels have been commercially available since the 1950s but why didn’t they take off
earlier?

If the solar furnace built by the CNRS in 1968 serves as the catalyst for photovoltaic
research in France, what could other solar typologies include? If the nuclear cooling tower
has been enshrined as a monument on to France’s contemporary landscape what could the
new monument to solar energy be? For three decades, the Centrale du Bec provided coal-
powered energy to Firminy and Saint Etienne. How can we build upon this artefact? How
can this monument be settled around?

La Sociéete Solaire deals with opposites; vertical and horizontal, material, and immaterial, hi-
tech and low-tech. It makes up for its large size in plan for its lack of presence in its height,
broken up into smaller pieces to make a collective whole - a village. The only thing that rises
from the mess is its rotating solar monument. From the time the power plant was
appropriated by hippie-researchers in 1979 until now where a fully integrated community
devoted to photovoltaics dwells, researchers, workers, and environmental enthusiasts all live
In the presence of their own rotating energy source.

https://www.diploma.arc.usi.ch/it/2021/geers-2021/jakob-uhlenhopp
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